
Special-needs students from the Côte
St. Luc-based John Grant High School
have, under the guiding hand of recording
artist and producer David Hodges, pro-
duced and published an original song and
music video.

Last month, teacher Marie Francis in-
vited Hodges to visit the school and, dur-

ing his two-day visit, he helped students
produce the song titled “Breakthrough,”
according to an English Montreal School
Board (EMSB) press release.

The lyrics include lines like, “We’ve all
been searching for a light in our souls
cause we all feel alone.” The chorus in-
cludes sentiments such as, “Let your light
become your saving grace ’cause every day

we can change.”
Teacher Catherine Rendell-Green cre-

ated the video with students to accompany
the song. John Grant is a special-needs
high school for students who follow indi-
vidualized education plans (IEPs).

The video can be found at: Youtu.be/
ijkbFSXjvCQ.

By Isaac Olson

It’s official: The Eleanor London Côte
St. Luc Public Library now has a baby
grand piano.

As the library kicked off its 50th anniver-
sary celebrations, the new baby grand pi-
ano was unveiled in the Harold Greenspon
Auditorium on June 22 as Emie R. Rousell
sat down with a jazz trio to perform.

“We were able to acquire this gem of an
instrument through various fundraising
initiatives, including our heartfelt ‘88 Keys
to Music Campaign,’ allowing us to hon-
our donors’ names on a plaque we un-
veiled just prior to the concert,” writes
Councillor Mike Cohen on his blog.

See photo on p. 1.

“Since the piano will require upkeep,
we are still taking $88 donations.”

Library director Janine West said
fundraising was needed to pay for the pi-
ano as such an expense does not factor
into the library’s city-allocated budget.
There are 88 keys on a piano and, at $88
apiece, the hope was to make up for the
majority of the piano’s $10,000 cost. About
50 keys were sold and money raised from
used book sales covered the rest. The hope,
she said, was that the used book sale earn-
ings wouldn’t have to be dipped into quite
so much, so the library is still selling keys.
Each person who buys a key will get their
name on a commemorative plaque that
will be displayed next to the piano.

“We have a beautiful plaque that was

designed more or less in the shape of a pi-
ano,” she said. “As we get more names,
we can send it back to get it engraved.”

West said the library offers musical
shows regularly as it is, and pianos were
rented when needed. But this regular ex-
pense added up quickly as the piano
needed to be moved and professionally
tuned each time. Purchasing the piano,
she said, eliminates those costs and now
the plan is to offer even more concerts,
including solo pianists.

“It’s very nice and new and shiny,” said
West about the new piano. “We are now
thinking about how we can integrate the
piano into our programming, such as of-
fering a series of solo pianists.”
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Library unveils new baby grand piano, plaque

The library’s new baby grand piano.
Photo courtesy of the Côte St. Luc library.
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Starting on May 12, 10 grade 10 and 11
students from Be’er Sheva, Israel spent
one week visiting the Hebrew Academy in
Côte St. Luc.

The Be’er Sheva students visit the school
for a week every year as part of the Gesher
Chair (Living Bridge) program in conjunc-
tion with the Bronfman Jewish Education
Centre.

“These young men and women share
what Yom Hazikaron (Israel’s Memorial
Day) and Yom Ha’Atzmaut mean to them,”
states high school principal Dr. Laura
Segall in a school press release. “Many of
the participants have lost friends and fam-
ily in their fight to defend the land and
ensure her independence for many years
to come.”

Hebrew Academy participates in
exchange program with Israeli school

John Grant high school students make, publish music video Syd Wise
auditorium
inaugurated

A dedication ceremony was held on
June 14 for the newly named Syd Wise
Auditorium at the former Wagar High
School, which now houses the Mary-
mount Adult Education Centre and
John Grant High School facility on
Parkhaven Ave.

Wise, who passed away last fall, was
the English Montreal School Board
(EMSB) commissioner representing
the Côte St. Luc-Hampstead district.
He was also a principal at Wagar High
School and worked tirelessly to re-es-
tablish a public high school in the
building.

Members of the Wise family attended
the ceremony alongside EMSB officials
and provincial legislator David Birn-
baum.
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